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SHIRE OF COOLGARDIE 

NOTICE OF AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Dear Elected Member 

The next Audit Committee Meeting of the Shire of Coolgardie will be held on Tuesday 9 March 2021 commencing 
at 5.30pm. 

 
JAMES TRAIL 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 9 March 2021 
 

Welcome to the Audit Committee Meeting of the Shire of Coolgardie. 
 

The dates, times and locations of the Audit Committee Meetings for 2020 are listed hereunder.  
 

Day  Date Time Venue 

Tuesday January 2021 NN/A - 

Tuesday 23 February 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 23 March 2021 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 27 April 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 25 May 2021 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 22 June 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 27 July 2021 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 24 August 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 28 September 2021 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 26 October 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 23 November 2021 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 21 December 2021 6.00pm Kambalda 

 

 
James Trail 
Chief Executive Officer 
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DISCLAIMER 
 

INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC ATTENDING COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS AGENDA ARE OFFICERS 
RECOMMENDATIONS ONLY AND SHOULD NOT BE ACTED UPON UNTIL COUNCIL HAS 
RESOLVED TO ADOPT THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 
THE RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL SHOULD BE CONFIRMED BY PERUSING THE MINUTES OF 
THE COUNCIL MEETING AT WHICH THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WERE CONSIDERED. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC SHOULD ALSO NOTE THAT THEY ACT AT THEIR OWN RISK IF 
THEY ENACT ANY RESOLUTION PRIOR TO RECEIVING OFFICIAL WRITTEN NOTIFICATION 
OF COUNCILS DECISION. 
 
 

 
James Trail 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION NOTES 
 
1. Your Council generally handles all business at Ordinary or Special Council Meetings. 
 
2. From time to time Council may form a Committee to examine subjects and then report to Council. 
 
3. Generally all meetings are open to the public; however, from time to time Council will be required to deal 

with personal, legal and other sensitive matters. On those occasions Council will generally close that part 
of the meeting to the public. Every endeavour will be made to do this as the last item of business of the 
meeting. 

 
4. Public Question Time. It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1995 to allow at least fifteen (15) 

minutes for public question time following the opening and announcements at the beginning of the 
meeting. Should there be a series of questions the period can be extended at the discretion of the 
Chairman. 

 
Written notice of each question should be given to the Chief Executive Officer prior to 12:30pm 
on the day of the meeting. A summary of each question and response is included in the Minutes. 

 
When a question is not able to be answered at the Council Meeting a written answer will be 
provided after the necessary research has been carried out. Council staff will endeavour to 
provide the answers prior to the next meeting of Council. 

 
5. Councillors may from time to time have a financial interest in a matter before Council. Councillors must 

declare an interest and the extent of the interest in the matter on the Agenda. However, the Councillor 
can request the meeting to declare the matter trivial, insignificant or in common with a significant 
number of electors or ratepayers. The Councillor must leave the meeting whilst the matter is discussed 
and cannot vote unless those present agree as above. 

 
Members of staff, who have delegated authority from Council to act on certain matters, may from time 
to time have a financial interest in a matter on the Agenda. The member of staff must declare that interest 
and generally the Chairman of the meeting will advise the Officer if he/she is to leave the meeting. 

 
6. Agendas including an Information Bulletin are delivered to Councillors within the requirements of the Local 

Government Act 1995, i.e. seventy-two (72) hours prior to the advertised commencement of the meeting. 
Whilst late items are generally not considered there is provision on the Agenda for items of an urgent 
nature to be considered. 

 
Should an elector wish to have a matter placed on the Agenda the relevant information should be 
forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer in time to allow the matter to be fully researched by staff. 
An Agenda item including a recommendation will then be submitted to Council for consideration. 

 
The Agenda closes the Monday week prior to the Council Meeting (i.e. ten (10) days prior to the 
meeting). 

 
The Information Bulletin produced as part of the Agenda includes items of interest and information, which 
does not require a decision of Council. 
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7. Agendas for Ordinary Meetings are available in the Coolgardie and Kambalda Offices/Libraries seventy-
two (72) hours prior to the meeting and the public are invited to secure a copy. 

 
8. Agenda items submitted to Council will include a recommendation for Council consideration. Electors 

should not interpret and/or act on the recommendations until after they have been considered by Council. 
Please note the Disclaimer in the Agenda (page 3). 

 
9. Public Question Time – Statutory Provisions – Local Government Act 1995 
 

Time is to be allocated for questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to at: 
(a) Every ordinary meeting of a council; and 

 
(b) Such other meetings of councils or committees as may be prescribed 

 
Procedures and the minimum time to be allocated for the asking of and responding to questions raised 
by members of the public at council or committee meetings are to be in accordance with regulations. 

 
9A. Question Time for the Public at Certain Meetings – s5.24 (1) (b) 
 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
 

Reg 5 For the purpose of section 5.24(1)(b), the meetings at which time is to be allocated for 
questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to are: 

 
(a) every special meeting of a council; and 

 
(b) every meeting of a committee to which the local government has delegated a 

power or duty. 
 

Minimum Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2) 
 

Reg 6 (1) The minimum time to be allocated for the asking of and responding to questions raised by 
members of the public at ordinary meetings of councils and meetings referred to in 
regulation 5 is fifteen (15) minutes. 

(2) Once all the questions raised by members of the public have been asked and responded 
to at a meeting referred to in sub regulation (1), nothing in these regulations prevents the 
unused part of the minimum question time period from being used for other matters. 

Procedures for Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2)  
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Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
 

Reg 7 (1) Procedures for the asking of and responding to questions raised by members of the 
public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6 (1) are to be determined: 

 
(a) by the person presiding at the meeting; or 

 
(b) in the case where the majority of members of the council or committee present 

at the meeting disagree with the person presiding, by the majority of members, 
 

having regard to the requirements of sub regulations (2) and (3). 
 

(2) The time allocated to the asking and responding to questions raised by members of the 
public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6(1) is to precede the discussion of any 
matter that requires a decision to be made by the council or the committee, as the case 
may be. 

 
(3) Each member of the public who wishes to ask a question at a meeting referred to in 

regulation 6(1) is to be given an equal and fair opportunity to ask the question and 
receive a response. 

 
(4) Nothing in sub regulation (3) requires: 

 
(a) A council to answer a question that does not relate to a matter affecting the local 

government; 
 

(b) A council at a special meeting to answer a question that does not relate to the 
purpose of the meeting; or 

 
(c) A committee to answer a question that does not relate to a function of the 

committee. 
 
2. Public Inspection of Unconfirmed Minutes (Reg 13) 
 

A copy of the unconfirmed Minutes of Ordinary and Special Meetings will be available for public inspection 
in the Coolgardie and Kambalda Offices/Libraries within ten (10) working days after the Meeting. 
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NOTE: 
 
10.3 Unopposed Business 

 
(1) Upon a motion being moved and seconded, the person presiding may ask the meeting if any member 

opposes it. 
 

(2) If no member signifies opposition to the motion the person presiding may declare the motion in sub 
clause (1) carried without debate and without taking a vote on it, 

 
(3) A motion carried under sub clause (2) is to be recorded in the minutes as a unanimous decision of the 

Council or committee. 
 

(4) If a member signifies opposition to a motion the motion is to be dealt with according to this Part.  
 

(5) This clause does not apply to any motion or decision to revoke or change a decision which has been 
made at a Council or committee meeting. 
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QUESTION TIME FOR THE PUBLIC 
 
(Please Write Clearly) 
 
DATE:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE:_______________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
QUESTION TO THE PRESIDENT:- 
 

• GENERAL QUESTION / QUESTION RELATED TO THE AGENDA 
(Strike out unnecessary words) 

 
ITEM NO:  _______________________ PAGE NO:  ___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE PASS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER FOR REFERRAL TO THE 
PRESIDENT BY 2.30PM ON THE DAY OF THE MEETING AT THE KAMBALDA OFFICE, 
IRISH MULGA DRIVE, KAMBALDA OR AT THE COOLGARDIE OFFICE, BAYLEY STREET, 
COOLGARDIE. 
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SHIRE OF COOLGARDIE 
 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 
 
 
TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 
Under the Provisions of Division 6 of Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1995, I hereby disclose 
a Financial Interest/s in the matter/s listed on this form, which is/are scheduled for consideration 
at the meeting of Council to be held on: 
 
 
TUESDAY  ______________________________________________  2021 
 
 
Where indicated by the word ‘YES’ in column 6, I will be seeking a determination (under Section 
5.68) by the meeting, for reasons I will expand on. 
 
(Print Name)______________________ (Signature) _____________________     (Date) 
 
NOTE: Members of Council are asked to deliver this completed form to the Chief Executive 

Officer on the day of the Council Meeting as required by the Act. Where this is not 
practicable the Disclosure/s may be telephoned to the Council Office on 9080 2111 
and/or the form subsequently passed to the Chief Executive Officer prior to the meeting. 

 
ITEM PAGE 

No. 
TYPE REASON 

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

 
For inclusion for interest declaration 
 
Interests Affecting Impartiality: Disclosing Statement  
“With regard to….(the matter in item)… I disclose that I have an association with the applicant. As a consequence, 
there may be a perception that my impartiality on the matter may be affected. I declare that I will consider this matter 
on its merits and vote accordingly.” 
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APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Cr, _________________________ hereby request leave of absence for the following 
 

Dates, From __________________________to____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed Cr: _____________________                    Date___________________ 
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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

3.1 Declarations of Financial Interests – Local Government Act Section 5.60A 

3.2 Declarations of Proximity Interests – Local Government Act Section 5.60B 

3.3 Declarations of Impartiality Interests – Administration Regulation 34C   

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

4.1 Audit Committee Meeting - 10 December 2020 

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That the minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 10 December 2020 be confirmed. 
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4.2 MINUTES OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 10 DECEMBER 2020 
Date: 4 March 2021 
Author: Amy Tregoweth, Executive Assistance to Director of Operations 
  

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 10 December 2020   
  

VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Simple majority  

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 10 December 2020 be confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

Audit Committee Meeting 

 10 December 2020 

6:00pm 

Kambalda Recreation Centre 
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SHIRE OF COOLGARDIE 

NOTICE OF AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Dear Elected Member 

The next Audit Committee Meeting of the Shire of Coolgardie will be held on Thursday 10 December 2020 
Electronically commencing at 6:00pm. 

 
JAMES TRAIL 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 10 December 2020 
 

Welcome to the Audit Committee Meeting of the Shire of Coolgardie. 
 

The dates, times and locations of the Audit Committee Meetings for 2020 are listed hereunder. This month’s 
meeting is highlighted. 

 

Tuesday January 2020 6.00pm No Meeting 

Tuesday 25 February 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 24 March 2020 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 28 April 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 26 May 2020 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 23 June 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 28 July 2020 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 25 August 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 22 September 2020 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 27 October 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

Tuesday 24 November 2020 6.00pm Coolgardie 

Tuesday 15 December 2020 6.00pm Kambalda 

 

 
James Trail 

Chief Executive Officer 
 



AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 10 DECEMBER 2020 
 

Page 18 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC ATTENDING COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THIS AGENDA ARE OFFICERS 
RECOMMENDATIONS ONLY AND SHOULD NOT BE ACTED UPON UNTIL COUNCIL HAS 
RESOLVED TO ADOPT THOSE RECOMMENDATIONS. 
 
THE RESOLUTIONS OF COUNCIL SHOULD BE CONFIRMED BY PERUSING THE MINUTES OF 
THE COUNCIL MEETING AT WHICH THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WERE CONSIDERED. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC SHOULD ALSO NOTE THAT THEY ACT AT THEIR OWN RISK IF 
THEY ENACT ANY RESOLUTION PRIOR TO RECEIVING OFFICIAL WRITTEN NOTIFICATION 
OF COUNCILS DECISION. 
 
 

 
James Trail 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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COUNCIL MEETING INFORMATION NOTES 
 
10. Your Council generally handles all business at Ordinary or Special Council Meetings. 
 
11. From time to time Council may form a Committee to examine subjects and then report to Council. 
 
12. Generally all meetings are open to the public; however, from time to time Council will be required to deal 

with personal, legal and other sensitive matters. On those occasions Council will generally close that part 
of the meeting to the public. Every endeavour will be made to do this as the last item of business of the 
meeting. 

 
13. Public Question Time. It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1995 to allow at least fifteen (15) 

minutes for public question time following the opening and announcements at the beginning of the 
meeting. Should there be a series of questions the period can be extended at the discretion of the 
Chairman. 

 
Written notice of each question should be given to the Chief Executive Officer prior to 12:30pm 
on the day of the meeting. A summary of each question and response is included in the Minutes. 

 
When a question is not able to be answered at the Council Meeting a written answer will be 
provided after the necessary research has been carried out. Council staff will endeavour to 
provide the answers prior to the next meeting of Council. 

 
14. Councillors may from time to time have a financial interest in a matter before Council. Councillors must 

declare an interest and the extent of the interest in the matter on the Agenda. However, the Councillor 
can request the meeting to declare the matter trivial, insignificant or in common with a significant 
number of electors or ratepayers. The Councillor must leave the meeting whilst the matter is discussed 
and cannot vote unless those present agree as above. 

 
Members of staff, who have delegated authority from Council to act on certain matters, may from time 
to time have a financial interest in a matter on the Agenda. The member of staff must declare that interest 
and generally the Chairman of the meeting will advise the Officer if he/she is to leave the meeting. 

 
15. Agendas including an Information Bulletin are delivered to Councillors within the requirements of the Local 

Government Act 1995, i.e. seventy-two (72) hours prior to the advertised commencement of the meeting. 
Whilst late items are generally not considered there is provision on the Agenda for items of an urgent 
nature to be considered. 

 
Should an elector wish to have a matter placed on the Agenda the relevant information should be 
forwarded to the Chief Executive Officer in time to allow the matter to be fully researched by staff. 
An Agenda item including a recommendation will then be submitted to Council for consideration. 

 
The Agenda closes the Monday week prior to the Council Meeting (i.e. ten (10) days prior to the 
meeting). 

 
The Information Bulletin produced as part of the Agenda includes items of interest and information, which 
does not require a decision of Council. 
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16. Agendas for Ordinary Meetings are available in the Coolgardie and Kambalda Offices/Libraries seventy-
two (72) hours prior to the meeting and the public are invited to secure a copy. 

 
17. Agenda items submitted to Council will include a recommendation for Council consideration. Electors 

should not interpret and/or act on the recommendations until after they have been considered by Council. 
Please note the Disclaimer in the Agenda (page 3). 

 
18. Public Question Time – Statutory Provisions – Local Government Act 1995 
 

Time is to be allocated for questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to at: 
(a) Every ordinary meeting of a council; and 

 
(b) Such other meetings of councils or committees as may be prescribed 

 
Procedures and the minimum time to be allocated for the asking of and responding to questions raised 
by members of the public at council or committee meetings are to be in accordance with regulations. 

 
9A. Question Time for the Public at Certain Meetings – s5.24 (1) (b) 
 

Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
 

Reg 5 For the purpose of section 5.24(1)(b), the meetings at which time is to be allocated for 
questions to be raised by members of the public and responded to are: 

 
(c) every special meeting of a council; and 

 
(d) every meeting of a committee to which the local government has delegated a 

power or duty. 
 

Minimum Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2) 
 

Reg 6 (1) The minimum time to be allocated for the asking of and responding to questions raised by 
members of the public at ordinary meetings of councils and meetings referred to in 
regulation 5 is fifteen (15) minutes. 

(3) Once all the questions raised by members of the public have been asked and responded 
to at a meeting referred to in sub regulation (1), nothing in these regulations prevents the 
unused part of the minimum question time period from being used for other matters. 

Procedures for Question Time for the Public – s5.24 (2)  
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Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
 

Reg 7 (1) Procedures for the asking of and responding to questions raised by members of the 
public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6 (1) are to be determined: 

 
(c) by the person presiding at the meeting; or 

 
(d) in the case where the majority of members of the council or committee present 

at the meeting disagree with the person presiding, by the majority of members, 
 

having regard to the requirements of sub regulations (2) and (3). 
 

(5) The time allocated to the asking and responding to questions raised by members of the 
public at a meeting referred to in regulation 6(1) is to precede the discussion of any 
matter that requires a decision to be made by the council or the committee, as the case 
may be. 

 
(6) Each member of the public who wishes to ask a question at a meeting referred to in 

regulation 6(1) is to be given an equal and fair opportunity to ask the question and 
receive a response. 

 
(7) Nothing in sub regulation (3) requires: 

 
(a) A council to answer a question that does not relate to a matter affecting the local 

government; 
 

(b) A council at a special meeting to answer a question that does not relate to the 
purpose of the meeting; or 

 
(c) A committee to answer a question that does not relate to a function of the 

committee. 
 
3. Public Inspection of Unconfirmed Minutes (Reg 13) 
 

A copy of the unconfirmed Minutes of Ordinary and Special Meetings will be available for public inspection 
in the Coolgardie and Kambalda Offices/Libraries within ten (10) working days after the Meeting. 
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NOTE: 
 
10.3 Unopposed Business 

 
(6) Upon a motion being moved and seconded, the person presiding may ask the meeting if any member 

opposes it. 
 

(7) If no member signifies opposition to the motion the person presiding may declare the motion in sub 
clause (1) carried without debate and without taking a vote on it, 

 
(8) A motion carried under sub clause (2) is to be recorded in the minutes as a unanimous decision of the 

Council or committee. 
 

(9) If a member signifies opposition to a motion the motion is to be dealt with according to this Part.  
 

(10) This clause does not apply to any motion or decision to revoke or change a decision which has been 
made at a Council or committee meeting. 
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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF COOLGARDIE 
AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE KAMBALDA RECREATION CENTRE 
ON THURSDAY, 10 DECEMBER 2020 AT 6:00PM 

 

1 DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

Shire President, M Cullen declared the meeting open at 6:00pm and welcomed fellow Councillors, 
visitors and staff and thanked them for their attendance. 

2 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

PRESENT: 
Cr Malcolm Cullen (President), Cr Tracey Rathbone (Deputy President), Cr Sherryl Botting, Cr Tammee Keast. 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
James Trail (Chief Executive Officer), Robert Hicks (Director of Operations). 
APOLOGIES 
Cr Eugen Winter. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Nil 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

3.1 Declarations of Financial Interests – Local Government Act Section 5.60A 

3.2 Declarations of Proximity Interests – Local Government Act Section 5.60B 

3.3 Declarations of Impartiality Interests – Administration Regulation 34C 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Nil 
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5 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

5.1 Executive Services 

5.1.1 ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020 
Location: Nil 
Applicant: Nil 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date: 30 November 2020 
Author: James Trail, Chief Executive Officer 
  
SUMMARY 
Audit Committee to recommend to Council to adopt the Draft Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2020 
and set the date of the Annual Meeting of Electors 

BACKGROUND 
The annual Meeting of Electors is to consider the Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2020. If Council 
were like minded the meeting could be held in Coolgardie on Tuesday 12 January 2021. 

COMMENT 
The Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2020 is presented to Council for adoption.  The report will be 
available to the public at the Administration Office and the Library, Barnes Drive Kambalda, and the Library in 
the Recreation Centre, Sylvester Street Coolgardie. 
The Annual Financial Report is included in the Annual Report and it is noted the following matter to be reported 
in accordance with Reg 10(3) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996: 
There is a significant adverse trend in the financial position of the Shire as the Operating Surplus Ratio has been 
below the industry benchmark for the past 3 years. 
The primary tool set by the Department of Local Government and Communities for the measurement of the 
performance of each local government are the financial ratios.  These have been presented for many years and 
demonstrate that there is a need for either an increase in revenue or reduction of operating expenditure.   
Financial ratios are numerical representations of the organisation’s performance. The ratios referred to are set 
for all local governments in Western Australia and are calculated as follows; 

Current ratio 
 

current assets minus restricted assets 

   
current liabilities minus liabilities associated 

   
with restricted assets 

        
Asset sustainability ratio 

 
capital renewal and replacement expenditure 

   
Depreciation expenses 

        

Debt service cover ratio 
 

annual operating surplus before interest and 
depreciation 

  
  principal and interest 
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Operating surplus ratio 
 

operating revenue minus operating expenses 

   
own source operating revenue 

        
Own source revenue coverage ratio 

 
own source operating revenue 

   
operating expenses 

        
 
The results for these ratios are shown in the following table.   

Ratio Standard 2020 2019 2018 2017 
Current Ratio >= 1.00 1.01 2.48 3.21 2.06 
Asset Consumption >= 0.75 0.95 0.97 0.75 0.97 
Asset Renewal >= 1.05 1.10 1.11 N/A N/A 
Asset Sustainability >= 1.10 1.51 0.80 0.27 0.39 
Debt Service Cover >= 2.00 0.66 11.76 3.84 5.21 
Operating Surplus >= 0.15 (0.40) (0.32) (0.42) (0.35) 
Own Source Revenue Coverage >= 0.90 0.62 0.65 0.61 0.62 

 
COMMENT ON RATIOS  
 
Current Ratio 
The current ratio is a liquidity ratio that measures whether the Shire has enough resources to meet its short-term 
obligations. If current liabilities exceed current assets the current ratio will be less than 1 and is an early indicator 
that the Shire may have problems meeting its short-term obligations. 
 
There has been a significant reduction in this ration for 2019/20. The ratio remains just above the standard. The 
reduction in the ratio from 2018/19 is due to a significant reduction in cash and cash equivalents, increased 
operating expenditure due to COVID-19 and provision for remediation on the Kambalda Tip Site 
 
The net decrease in net cash for the 2019/20 Financial year was significant at $5.5 million. This was a direct 
result of: 

• Loan funding of $2.697 million being used in 2019/20 for the Kambalda Aquatic Facility 
• Reduction in net cash provided for operating activities of $1.1 million. This was due to an increase in 

operating expenditure in material and contracts. This increase in expenditure was on road, parks, verges 
and drainage maintenance and operational costs associated with COVID-19. This was estimated at 
$337,730. 

• A reduction in reserve funds of $1.46 million. $497,000 of reserve funds was allocated to the Kambalda 
Swimming Pool 

 
The increase in current liabilities is a direct result of; 

• Provision for the remediation of the Kambalda Tip Site of $450,000 
 
Asset Sustainability Ratio  
The Asset Sustainability ratio expresses capital expenditure on renewal and replacement of existing assets as 
a percentage of depreciation costs. This ratio is used to identify any potential decline or improvement in asset 
conditions. A percentage of less than 100% on an ongoing basis indicates assets may be deteriorating at a 
greater rate than spending on renewal or replacement.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accounting_liquidity
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The significant increase in this ratio is a direct result of the renewal expenditure on the Kambalda Aquatic Facility. 
Sustaining the ratio at this level or improvement to this ratio will assist the Shire maintain its asset base at the 
right level into the future.  
 
 
Asset Renewal Funding Ratio  
This ratio indicates whether Shire’s planned capital renewal expenditure over the next 10 years as per its Long 
Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is sufficient to meet the required capital renewal expenditure over the next 10 years 
as per its Asset Management Plans (AMPs). 
 
The ratio for 2019/20 is 1.10. This is a consistent with the 2018/19 financial year. 
 
Operating Surplus Ratio  
The Operating Surplus Ratio represents the percentage by which the operating surplus (or deficit) differs from 
the Shire’s own source revenue which includes rates.  
 
This ratio has increased from (0.32) in 2018/19 to (0.40) in 2019/20. The negative impact in the ratio is directly 
due to both; 

• Increased operating expenditure in materials and contracts and employee costs due to COVID-19 and; 
• Reduction in operating revenue fees and charges and rate revenue due to COVID-19. The significance 

of a zero increase in the rate in the $ impacts directly on the Shire’s own source revenue. 
 
In the Independent Auditor’s Report from the Office Auditor General the following comment was made; 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 I report that: 
(i) In my opinion, the following material matters indicate significant adverse trends in the financial 
position of the Shire:  

a. The Operating Surplus Ratio has been below the Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries standard for the past 3 years. The financial ratios are reported at 
Note 33 to the financial report. 

 
Operating Revenue minus operating expenditure divided by own source revenue is the measure for the 
Operating Surplus Ratio. For 2019/20 the difference between operating revenue and operating expenditure was 
($3,705,156) an increase of $867,317. Consequently, there was a reduction in the ratio from (0.32) to (0.40). in 
order to meet the standard and improve the ratio Council needs to continue to have the following strategic 
conversation with the community; 
 

1. Increase revenue generated from non - rating sources such as Kambalda airstrip, Shire Landfill facilities 
and commercial activities 

2. Increase rates revenue through rating of mining infrastructure 
3. Reduce levels of service on all operating activities 

 
Council and management will continue to explore areas to help improve the operating position of the Shire. 
However this will not significantly improve the operating surplus ratio without the Council having a strategic 
conversation as suggested above. 

CONSULTATION 
Auditor – Moore Stephens – Wen-Shien Chai  
Auditor General 
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Council Staff 
Shire Contractor 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Section 5.54 Local Government Act 1995 as amended.  
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
N/A 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Accountable and effective leaders 
High quality corporate governance, accountability and compliance 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Annual Report 2019/2020    

VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Absolute Majority  

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
Moved: Cr Tammee Keast 
Seconded: Cr Tracey Rathbone 
That Audit Committee, 
1. Recommend to Council to adopt the Draft Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2020 in 

accordance with Section 5.54 of the Local Government Act 1995, 
2. Recommend to Council to set the date for the Annual meeting of Electors to be Tuesday 12 

January 2021 at 6.30pm at the Coolgardie Recreation Centre  
In Favour: Crs Malcolm Cullen, Tracey Rathbone, Sherryl Botting and Tammee Keast 
Against: Nil 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 4/0 
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5.1.2 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 2020 
Location: Shire Coolgardie 
Applicant: Nil 
Disclosure of Interest: None Required 
Date: 2 December 2020 
Author: James Trail, Chief Executive Officer 
  
SUMMARY 
That the Audit Committee, 

1. Recommend Council receive the Audit Management Report dated 10 December 2020 
2. Recommend Council adopts the Annual Financial Report and Audit Report for the year ended 30 June 

2020 
 

BACKGROUND 
Pursuant to Section 7.9 of the Local Government Act 1995 (“LGA”), an Auditor is required to examine the 
accounts and annual financial report submitted by a local government for audit. The Auditor is also required, by 
31 December following the financial year to which the accounts and report relate, prepare a report thereon and 
forward a copy of that report to: 
             (a) Mayor or President; and 
             (b) The Chief Executive Officer; and 
             (c) The Minister. 
 Furthermore, in accordance with Regulation 10(4) of the Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 (“Audit 
Regulations”), where it is considered appropriate to do so, the Auditor may prepare a Management Report to 
accompany the Auditor’s Report, which is also to be forwarded to the persons specified in Section 7.9 of the 
LGA. 
 On finalisation of the Shire’s 2019/20 final audit, the Auditors have forwarded the Annual Financials Statements 
along with the Audit Report and the Audit Concluding Memorandum. 
The Audit Committee is required to examine the reports of the auditor after receiving a report from the Chief 
Executive Officer (“CEO”) on the matters reported and: 
  

• Determine if any matters raised require action to be taken by the local government; and 
• Ensure that appropriate action is taken in respect of those matters. 

  
The Audit Committee is also required to review a report prepared by the CEO on any actions taken in respect 
of any matters raised in the report of the auditor and present the report to Council for adoption. A copy of the 
report is to be forwarded to the Minister prior to the end of the next financial year or 6 months after the last report 
prepared by the auditor is received, whichever is the latest in time. 
 The Audit Committee is requested to consider and recommend adoption of the annual financial report to 
Council. 
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COMMENT 
Following is the CEO’s report to the Audit Committee on matters arising from the audit and management reports.  
Audit Report 

1. There is a significant adverse trend in the financial position of the Shire. The Operating Surplus Ratio 
has been below the industry benchmark for the past 3 years. 

2. Emphasis of Matter – Basis of Accounting - Regulation 16 of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulations 1996 (Regulations), did not allow a local government to recognize some 
categories of land, including land under roads, as assets in the financial report 

3. Revenue not recognised in accordance with new accounting standards - During the interim audit sample 
testing of revenue transactions (rates, grants and fees & charges) noted that: 
• waste collection fees have not been recognised in accordance with AASB 15;  
• sewerage charges have not been recognised in accordance with AASB 15; and 
• 3 instances out of a total of 17 grant revenue transactions tested (18%) have not been recognised 

in accordance with the requirements of AASB 1058 in relation to capital grants. 
Furthermore, the impact of the application of AASB 15 and AASB 1058 had not been recognised at 1 
July 2019. 

4. Purchase orders  - Sample testing of 10 payment transactions noted an instance where a purchase 
order was not raised and another instance where a purchase order was raised after the date of the 
corresponding supplier invoice. 

 
Management Comment 

1. The difference between operating revenue and operating expenditure was $3,695,625 (2018/19 - 
$2,888,026). Consequently, in order to meet the standard and improve the ratio Council needs to have 
the following strategic conversation with the community; 

a. Increase revenue generated from fees & charges 
b. Increase rates at a much higher rate than currently imposed for the next 5-10 years 
c. Increase rates revenue through rating of mining infrastructure 
d. Reduce levels of service on all operating activities 

Council and management will continue to explore areas to help improve the operating position of the 
Shire.  

2. Land vested to the Shire shown in the 2018/19 Annual Financial Statements was removed 
retrospectively with the restated financial data is shown in the 2019/20 Annual Financial Statements 

3. This matter raised in the Interim Management Report was addressed at year end with the position being 
stated correctly as at 30 June 2020 in the Annual Financial Report. 

4. Training and support in the areas of governance and compliance is ongoing within the organisation and 
resources engaged by the Shire in these areas are available for staff to utilise at any time. 

CONSULTATION 
Moore Stephens 
Office Auditor General 
External Contractor 
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Act 1995 

6.4. Financial report 

 (1) A local government is to prepare an annual financial report for the preceding financial year and such 
other financial reports as are prescribed. 

 (2) The financial report is to —  
 (a) be prepared and presented in the manner and form prescribed; and 
 (b) contain the prescribed information. 

 (3) By 30 September following each financial year or such extended time as the Minister allows, a local 
government is to submit to its auditor —  

 (a) the accounts of the local government, balanced up to the last day of the preceding financial 
year; and 

 (b) the annual financial report of the local government for the preceding financial year. 
 

7.9. Audit to be conducted 

 (1) An auditor is required to examine the accounts and annual financial report submitted for audit and, by 
the 31 December next following the financial year to which the accounts and report relate or such later 
date as may be prescribed, to prepare a report thereon and forward a copy of that report to —  

 (a) the mayor or president; and 
 (b) the CEO of the local government; and 
 (c) the Minister. 

 (2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), where the auditor considers that —  
 (a) there is any error or deficiency in an account or financial report submitted for audit; or 
 (b) any money paid from, or due to, any fund or account of a local government has been or may 

have been misapplied to purposes not authorised by law; or 
 (c) there is a matter arising from the examination of the accounts and annual financial report that 

needs to be addressed by the local government, 
  details of that error, deficiency, misapplication or matter, are to be included in the report by the auditor. 

 (3) The Minister may direct the auditor of a local government to examine a particular aspect of the 
accounts and the annual financial report submitted for audit by that local government and to —  

 (a) prepare a report thereon; and 
 (b) forward a copy of that report to the Minister, 

  and that direction has effect according to its terms. 

 (4) If the Minister considers it appropriate to do so, the Minister is to forward a copy of the report referred 
to in subsection (3), or part of that report, to the CEO of the local government. 

7.12A.Duties of local government with respect to audits 

 (1) A local government is to do everything in its power to —  
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 (a) assist the auditor of the local government to conduct an audit and carry out the auditor’s other 
duties under this Act in respect of the local government; and 

 (b) ensure that audits are conducted successfully and expeditiously. 

 (2) Without limiting the generality of subsection (1), a local government is to meet with the auditor of the 
local government at least once in every year. 

 (3) A local government must — 
 (aa) examine an audit report received by the local government; and 
 (a) determine if any matters raised by the audit report, require action to be taken by the local 

government; and 
 (b) ensure that appropriate action is taken in respect of those matters. 

 (4) A local government must —  
 (a) prepare a report addressing any matters identified as significant by the auditor in the audit 

report, and stating what action the local government has taken or intends to take with respect 
to each of those matters; and  

 (b) give a copy of that report to the Minister within 3 months after the audit report is received by 
the local government.  

 (5) Within 14 days after a local government gives a report to the Minister under subsection (4)(b), the 
CEO must publish a copy of the report on the local government’s official website. 

5.54. Acceptance of annual reports 

 (1) Subject to subsection (2), the annual report for a financial year is to be accepted* by the local 
government no later than 31 December after that financial year. 

 * Absolute majority required. 

 (2) If the auditor’s report is not available in time for the annual report for a financial year to be accepted 
by 31 December after that financial year, the annual report is to be accepted by the local government 
no later than 2 months after the auditor’s report becomes available. 

 
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 

10. Report by auditor 

 (1) An auditor’s report is to be forwarded to the persons specified in section 7.9(1) within 30 days of 
completing the audit. 

 (2) The report is to give the auditor’s opinion on — 
 (a) the financial position of the local government; and 
 (b) the results of the operations of the local government. 

 (3) The report is to include — 
 (a) any material matters that in the opinion of the auditor indicate significant adverse trends in 

the financial position or the financial management practices of the local government; and 
 (b) any matters indicating non-compliance with Part 6 of the Act, the Local Government (Financial 

Management) Regulations 1996 or applicable financial controls in any other written law; and 
 (c) details of whether information and explanations were obtained by the auditor; and 
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 (d) a report on the conduct of the audit; and 
 (e) the opinion of the auditor as to whether or not the following financial ratios included in the 

annual financial report are supported by verifiable information and reasonable 
assumptions —  

 (i) the asset consumption ratio; and 
 (ii) the asset renewal funding ratio. 

  

(4A)In subregulation (3)(e) —  
 asset consumption ratio has the meaning given in the Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulations 1996 regulation 50(2); 
 asset renewal funding ratio has the meaning given in the Local Government (Financial 

Management) Regulations 1996 regulation 50(2). 

 (4) Where it is considered by the auditor to be appropriate to do so, the auditor is to prepare a 
management report to accompany the auditor’s report and to forward a copy of the management 
report to the persons specified in section 7.9(1) with the auditor’s report. 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 

17A. Assets, valuation of for financial reports etc. 
 (1) In this regulation —  
 carrying amount, in relation to an asset, means the carrying amount of the asset determined in 

accordance with the AAS; 
 fair value, in relation to an asset, means the fair value of the asset measured in accordance with the 

AAS. 
 (2) Subject to subregulation (3), the value of an asset shown in a local government’s financial reports 

must be the fair value of the asset. 

 (3) A local government must show in each financial report —  
 (a) for the financial year ending on 30 June 2013, the fair value of all of the assets of the local 

government that are plant and equipment; and 
 (b) for the financial year ending on 30 June 2014, the fair value of all of the assets of the local 

government —  
 (i) that are plant and equipment; and 
 (ii) that are —  
 (I) land and buildings; or 
 (II) infrastructure; 
  and 
 (c) for a financial year ending on or after 30 June 2015, the fair value of all of the assets of the 

local government. 

 (4) A local government must revalue an asset of the local government —  
 (a) whenever the local government is of the opinion that the fair value of the asset is likely to be 

materially different from its carrying amount; and 
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 (b) in any event, within a period of at least 3 years but no more than 5 years after the day on 
which the asset was last valued or revalued. 

 (5) An asset is to be excluded from the assets of a local government if the fair value of the asset as at the 
date of acquisition by the local government is under $5 000. 

 [Regulation 17A inserted by Gazette 20 Apr 2012 p. 1699-700; amended by Gazette 21 Jun 2013 
p. 2451; 26 Jun 2018 p. 2388.] 

17B. CEO to take steps to protect excluded portable and attractive assets 

  A CEO must take all reasonable steps to prevent the theft or loss of —  
 (a) a non-consumable asset that is susceptible to theft or loss due to its portable nature and 

attractiveness for personal use or resale; and 
 (b) an asset referred to in regulation 17A(5). 
 [Regulation 17B inserted by Gazette 26 Jun 2018 p. 2388.] 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Investment of Surplus Funds 02 
Risk Management 21 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Accountable and effective leaders 
High quality corporate governance, accountability and compliance 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Audit Management Action List 2019/2020   
2. 2019/2020 Management Report   
3. Annual Financial Report 2019/2020    

VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Absolute Majority  
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AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
Moved: Cr Tracey Rathbone 
Seconded: Cr Sherryl Botting 
That the Audit Committee, 

1.  Recommend Council receive the Chief Executive Officer response to the Audit Report for the 
period ending 30th June 2020 dated 10 December 2020 

2. Receive the Action Report as attached and recommend the Report be received by Council 
3. Recommend Council receive the Audit Management Report dated 10 December 2020 
4. Recommend Council adopts the Annual Financial Report and Audit Report for the year ended 

30 June 2020 
5. Recommend to Council that the action report be forwarded to the Minister in accordance with 

s 7.12A (4) of the Local Government Act 1995. 
 
In Favour: Crs Malcolm Cullen, Tracey Rathbone, Sherryl Botting and Tammee Keast 
Against: Nil 

CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 4/0 
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6 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING 

6.1 Elected Members 

6.2 Council Officers  

7 CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The Meeting closed at 6:10pm. 
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5 REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

5.1 Executive Services 

5.1.1 OSH MONITORING REPORT - MARCH 2021 
Location: Shire of Coolgardie 
Applicant: NIL 
Disclosure of Interest: NIL 
Date: 4 March 2021 
Author: Nichole Tynan, OSH Consultant 
  
SUMMARY 
That Council receive the updated OSH Monitoring Report 

BACKGROUND 
Council at its Ordinary Meeting held on the 27th August 2019 resolved:- 
That Council approve the engagement of Core Business Australia for the preparation of a comprehensive OSH 
Management System (Task 1 and 2) for $50,373.40. 

COMMENT 
Core Business has been working with staff over the past 8 months to ensure that the recommendations in the 
OSH Management System are implemented. 
An audit was conducted in December 2020 which resulted in a score of 82% compliance. The previous audit 
conducted in September 2019 only received a 33% compliant score.  

CONSULTATION 
Lucy Karafilis, Administration Officer 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
NIL 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
NIL 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Accountable and effective leaders 
High quality corporate governance, accountability and compliance 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. OSH Monitoring Report    
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VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Simple majority  

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That the Audit Committee receive the updated OSH Monitoring Report. 
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5.2 Operation Services 

5.2.1 CREDIT CARD LISTING DECEMBER 2020 - JANUARY 2021 
Location: Nil 
Applicant: Nil 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date: 22 February 2021 
Author: Nav Kaur, Manager Finance 
  
SUMMARY 
For the Audit Committee to receive the list of credit card payments for December 2020 to January 2021 for the 
Chief Executive Officer. 

BACKGROUND 
The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Regulation 13(3)(b) requires that Council 
receive a list of credit cards paid in the month, and that this be recorded in the minutes.  Council has delegated 
to the Chief Executive Officer that authority to make these payments from Municipal and Trust Funds. 

COMMENT 
The schedule of payments made under delegated authority as summarised below and recommended to be 
received by the audit committee, has been checked and is supported by vouchers and invoices which have been 
duly certified as to the receipt of goods and provision of services, and verification of prices and costings. 
It is deemed prudent that all Chief Executive Officer credit card vouchers now be presented to the Audit 
Committee for consideration and recommendation to Council. This is particularly the case given the authorisation 
required for the Chief Executive Officer credit card. 

CONSULTATION 
Nil 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Regulation 13 – Lists of Accounts. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
CS-PROCUREMENTS POLICY.  Policy CS-11 as amended, sets the guides with regards to the purchase of 
goods or services provided. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Accountable and effective leaders 
Maintain integrated strategic and operational plans 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Credit Card Listing Dec 2020 - Jan 2021    

VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Simple majority  

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That the Audit Committee, 
1. Accept listing (attached) of credit card invoices totalling $12,076.13 paid from December 2020 to 

January 2021 by the Chief Executive Officer under delegated authority of Council. 
2. Recommend the Council receive the listing of credit card invoices totalling $12,076.13 paid from 

the period December 2020 to January 2021 by the Chief Executive Officer under delegated 
authority 

3. Recommend to Council the Shire President authorise the credit card vouchers totalling 
$12,076.13 paid from the December 2020 to January 2021 by the Chief Executive Officer under 
delegated authority 
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5.2.2 COMPLIANCE AUDIT RETURN 2020 
Location: Nil 
Applicant: Nil 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date: 3 March 2021 
Author: Martin Whitely, Consultant 
  
SUMMARY 
The purpose of this report is to present the Audit Committee with the completed 2020 Compliance Audit Return 
(CAR). 

BACKGROUND 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996, a 
local government is required to complete an annual CAR for the period 1 January to 31 December of the 
preceding year. The CAR, after being adopted by Council, is to be forwarded to the Department of Local 
Government by 31 March 2021. 

COMMENT 
The purpose of the annual CAR is for individual local governments to assess their level of compliance 
with the Local Government Act 1995 and associated Regulations. 
 
The specific areas addressed by the CAR are the same as those covered in the 2019 return. Overall, the 
areas covered include: 

• Commercial Enterprises by Local Government 
• Delegation of Power/Duty 
• Disclosure of Interest 
• Disposal of Property 
• Elections 
• Finance 
• Integrated Planning & Reporting 
• Local Government Employees 
• Official Conduct 
• Tenders for Providing Goods and Services 

 
In addition to the above there was a new criteria called “Option Questions” which was also completed.  
 
The Compliance Audit Return has been undertaken as an internal audit, sourcing evidence of 
compliance through the Shire’s own records.  Where relevant, resolution references have been included 
in the CAR.  
 
The review has found that there were 2 items of non-compliance. As a comparative, there were 2 areas 
of non-compliance identified in the 2019 and 2018 return. 
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A summary for the each of the sections is shown below; 
 
Commercial Enterprises by Local Government 
The Shire had no major trading undertakings during 2020. 
 
Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Delegation of Power/Duty 
1. Written records have not been maintained on all occasions by persons exercising a delegated 

power/duty 
 
Non-Compliance matters raised – 1 
 
While records were maintained for persons exercising delegated power or duty during the period, this 
was not recorded on all occasions.  Rectifying the matter is an administration requirement that will 
require monitoring throughout the year and is currently being addressed to ensure it is compliant in 
2021. There has certainly been an improvement in this area however with new staff having delegated 
power, they need to be reminded of the importance of recording this information. 
 
Disclosure of Interest 
 
Non-Compliance matters raised – 1 
 
The annual returns form was provided to all Councillors and relevant staff on 10th July 2020, via email. 
On the 16th July 2020 it was noted that the incorrect form was provided and the new updated from was 
resent on the same day (16th July 2020). 
 
One Councillor completed and lodged their Annual Return on 23rd July 2020, prior to the August 31st 
deadline, so made every endeavour to comply, albeit the incorrect form. The updated form was lodged 
by the Councillor upon returning from leave. 
 
This matter was reported to the Corruption and Crime Commission (as per legislative requirement) via a 
letter dated 8th September 2020. The Commission responded via email dated 28th October advising that 
they will take no further action and had closed the file. 

5.75. Primary returns 

 (1) A relevant person other than the CEO must lodge with the CEO a primary return in the prescribed 
form within 3 months of the start day. 

 (2) A CEO must lodge with the mayor or president a primary return in the prescribed form within 
3 months of the start day. 

 (3) This section does not apply to a person who —  
 (a) has lodged a return within the previous year; or  
 (b) has, within 3 months of the start day, ceased to be a relevant person. 
 Penalty: $10 000 or imprisonment for 2 years. 
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5.76. Annual returns 

 (1) Each year, a relevant person other than the CEO must lodge with the CEO an annual return in the 
prescribed form by 31 August of that year. 

 (2) Each year, a CEO must lodge with the mayor or president an annual return in the prescribed form by 
31 August of that year.  

 Penalty applicable to subsections (1) and (2): $10 000 or imprisonment for 2 years. 
 [Section 5.76 amended by No. 1 of 1998 s. 18; No. 66 of 2006 s. 12.] 

5.77. Acknowledging receipt of returns 
  On receipt of a return under section 5.75 or 5.76 from a person, the CEO or the mayor or president, as 

the case may be, is to give the person written acknowledgment of having received the return. 
 
 
Disposal of Property 
Public notice is required for the disposal of property under section 3.58 of the Act unless sold by public 
auction. There was no property disposed of during the period.  
 
Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Finance 
The main areas of non-compliance in the past have been; 

1. The Audit Committee not being appointed by Council, and 
2. Matters raised in the Audit Report to be addressed by the CEO with an Action List and a copy 

sent to the Minister within 3 months of Council receiving the Audit Report.  
 
These matters were addressed in the 2020 Compliance Audit Return.   
 
Integrated Planning & Reporting 
This section was introduced in the CAR for 2017 and was not compulsory for Council to complete for 
2017 & 2018, however it was a requirement to be completed for 2019 and again for 2020. 
 
Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Local Government Employees 
There are currently no designated senior employees as per the definition of the Local Government Act 
1995 employed at the Shire. 
 
Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Official Conduct 
No complaints were received in accordance with section 5.121 of the Local Government Act 1995 
 
Non Compliance matters raised – Nil 
 
Optional 
All questions were completed, all of which were compliant. 
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Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Tenders for Providing Goods and Services 
A tender register has been maintained and the processes for calling tenders followed within this 
reporting section. While a tender register has been maintained it is imperative to ensure the register is 
properly maintained at all times. Outlined below are the minimum requirements for information to be 
maintained in the tender register.  

17. Tenders register 

 (1) The CEO is responsible for keeping the tenders register and making it available for public 
inspection. 

(2)The tenders register is to include, for each invitation to tender — 
 (a) a brief description of the goods or services required; and 
 [(b) deleted] 
 (c) particulars of — 
 (i) any notice by which expressions of interests from prospective tenderers was 

sought; and 
 (ii) any person who submitted an expression of interest; and 
 (iii) any list of acceptable tenderers that was prepared under regulation 23(4); 
  and 
 (d) a copy of the notice of the invitation to tender; and 
 (e) the name of each tenderer whose tender has been opened; and 
 (f) the name of any successful tenderer. 

 (3) The tenders register is to include for each invitation to tender the amount of the consideration or a 
summary of the amount of the consideration sought in the tender accepted by the local government. 

 
Non Compliance matters raised - Nil 
 
Overall the completed CAR indicates that the Shire of Coolgardie is maintaining an acceptable level of 
compliance in the key areas that the CAR focuses on. Those items identified as being non-compliant can 
be rectified with the implementation of simple administration processes.  

CONSULTATION 
Bec Horan, Projects 
Navjot Kaur, Finance Manager 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Act 1995  
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 
Local Government (Functions & General) Regulations 1996 
Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
Local Government (Rules of Conduct) Regulations 2007 
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Local Government Act 1995  

7.13. Regulations as to audits  
 (1) Regulations may make provision as follows — 
  (i) requiring local governments to carry out, in the prescribed manner and in a form 

approved by the Minister, an audit of compliance with such statutory requirements as are 
prescribed whether those requirements are —  

 (i) of a financial nature or not; or 
 (ii) under this Act or another written law. 
 
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996 

14. Compliance audits by local governments 

 (1) A local government is to carry out a compliance audit for the period 1 January to 31 December in 
each year. 

 (2) After carrying out a compliance audit the local government is to prepare a compliance audit return in 
a form approved by the Minister. 

 (3A) The local government’s audit committee is to review the compliance audit return and is to report to 
the council the results of that review. 

 (3) After the audit committee has reported to the council under subregulation (3A), the compliance audit 
return is to be — 

 (a) presented to the council at a meeting of the council; and 
 (b) adopted by the council; and 
 (c) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is adopted. 

  
15. Compliance audit return, certified copy of etc. to be given to Executive Director 

 (1) After the compliance audit return has been presented to the council in accordance with 
regulation 14(3) a certified copy of the return together with — 

 (a) a copy of the relevant section of the minutes referred to in regulation 14(3)(c); and 
 (b) any additional information explaining or qualifying the compliance audit, 

  is to be submitted to the Executive Director by 31 March next following the period to which the return 
relates. 

 (2) In this regulation — 
 certified in relation to a compliance audit return means signed by — 
 (a) the mayor or president; and 
 (b) the CEO. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Nil 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Accountable and effective leaders 
High quality corporate governance, accountability and compliance 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Compliance Audit Return 2020   
2. Letter to the CCC - Anuual Return - Confidential   
3. Email response from the CCC - Confidential    

VOTING REQUIREMENT 
Simple majority  

AUDIT COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
That the Audit Committee, receives the completed 2020 Compliance Audit Return for the period of 1 
January to 31 December 2020 and recommends that Council endorses the return as tabled. 
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6 NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE INTRODUCED BY DECISION OF MEETING 

6.1 Elected Members 

6.2 Council Officers  

7 CLOSURE OF MEETING 


	1 Declaration of Opening / Announcement of Visitors
	2 Record of Attendance / Apologies / Approved Leave of Absence
	3 Declarations of Interest
	3.1 Declarations of Financial Interests – Local Government Act Section 5.60A
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	3.3 Declarations of Impartiality Interests – Administration Regulation 34C
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